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Help and Manual Review Help File 3

1 Help and Manual Review Help File

1.1  Welcome topic

| have decided to use a Help and Manual Project as the help file for the review. When completed, | will
the produce the help file in several formats and make available for download from
DeveloperReviewed.com

Create Mew Help Project

Create a new Help & Manual project

Flease chiose whether bo creale a completely new progect of Lo import esisting J
fles.

# Thiz iz a pew help project

Impiort an esiting Winhelp progect [ HEJ)

Import & compded . HLP fie |decompse il)

Import an existing HTML HELP file [decompse a .CHM]
Import an BTF docurment crested with S Woed

O

I =

When you choose a new project from the Help and Manual File drop down menu you have several
choices, as seen above. If you have created a help file using some other program, you may want to
import that project to Help and Manual to see how your help file would look, or even import a Compiled
.hlp file you may have on your computer. This would be a quick way to see what a Help and Manual
manual could look like. For my purposes, | chose to create a new help project, and then see the next
screen.

Create Mew Help Project

Dulpast File )
Specily path and fle name of te rew Help & Marual propsct J

Dulput e

[C:\Program Fles\Helpenan3handmisesiew. bend =

Prosect lemplate
& Help & Marnsal progect stores vanous options, e.g. user defined formalting shes. You

can choose an Help & Marnssl progect e a & templabe for the rew progsct or pou can
use the defaul lemplale.

% Llgss thie busit-in default template
7 Uleas thas fils 52 lamngilate fod Hhe new peoiecl:

I -

[ Stors these seltings and nest ime suggest them sz defauls

Previous | Mests [ Cancel | Help |
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4 Help and Manual Review Help File

Just select a folder and type a name for your project.

Create Mew Help Project

Quick start )
Flaase erler a coupls of headings below. This quickly creabes a tabls of J
conbents bo shart wath,

The headings wou enter in the edt bos will becores the table of contenls bo sl with

“Yiou can modify the table of contents arg tme later. To create sub-headings. ues the
indentation buthons: on the nght.

Infceduaction +E
‘widcome lopic J_
Second lopic i

Chapter 2
Oveaviews
Sub chapber 2.1

Hews bopac

Cancel Heb |

As seen above, a set of default heading will be created. So I just selected the Welcome Topic and off |
went, creating this file.

The area where you type the text for the topic is under the Help text tab. The Topic Options tab is
where you enter the Topic ID, Help Window, Keywords and A-Keywords. This tab is important for
creating online help because the topic is what is linked to different parts of your application.
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| Topss cptions | Help text |
| Togic ID liequred:
[Becondiepie
Help Window:
Main
Eeeceds:
Ervonment. IDE

[Uze a separate Ine for each kepveond]
EFepweonds

Erritoniment

IDE

Help bt

Tapie Oplians

The next section will cover the left side of the screen, the Table of Contents Tree.

1.2 Table of Contents Tree

On the left side of the screen you will see the help topics in a tree view while on the right side of the
screen are two tabs.

* = & @ o ©  Topicopions Helptes |
T sble of Conlents:

[7] Wekcome topic Second topic

o
(L) Chapies 2 Enter topic text here,

[F] Overview

[[] Sub chaples 21

[7] Mew topic

Now you see that we have a Help text tab where you type the words and insert graphics, and links, and
a tab for Topic Options.

Next look at the Table of Contents Tree. Chances are you will have more topics, and chapters than
created for you automatically and will also want to rename the suggested topics. This is very easy to
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1.3

do with Help an Manual. | want to rename the default Second Topic to Table of Contents Tree, so |
just right click on the topic and see the pop up menu below:

1 Infroduction & ' '
%E Topéc Status ... Sht+alt+s
l Lcon .,

L Eﬁlq: Ircsert Before Ak+Ins
10 tncest afeer  ShFbsaR+IRs

Iem &

Edt Caption  F2 )

sovmian wesELs A nane @

The third option under the Change Item menu, Edit Caption is what | want to change, | could also just
select a topic and press the F2 key and type new caption.

Adding topics and rearranging them is a simple matter of choosing where to insert them and using the
arrows to move the topics up or down in the table of contents.

Manual

The manual creation part of Help and Manual is, in my opinion, the thing that really sets this program
apart from other help authoring tools. The generated manual is attractive and professional looking and
easily customizable. The great thing about this is so much of is done without any extra effort on your
part. The table of contents and index keywords you created during the process of creating your online
help file are used automatically in your manual. Now if you have used other help authoring programs
you may have been like me - reluctant to include a printed manual because of the extra effort required.
Help and Manual again makes this process so easy if you aren't already included a printed manual with
your program you may want to do so - even charge a few bucks extra for it. If you provide the manual
as a PDF file your end user can use their own paper and ink/toner. However, many will be glad pay
extra, especially for a very long document if you offer it at an additional, though "nominal” cost.

The Manual Designer tool let you put in your edit the boilerplate text, and change the graphics, and
select which pages to include or not include. This feature in itself adds a lot more value to the Help
and Manual program than you will find with other help authoring applications.
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m Print Manual Designer [C:\Program Files\He lpman3\Templates\Standard_manual.mnl]

File Edit Yiew Help
DS M| b ERo| TP v [nxlAaO
[ e 2 3ol 4

B-ansan [ve
5 & T

mo 1 Ll

] Page Options for [Title Page 2]
N : Al Sections |} i

Print gection [uncheck if you don't want this zection in wour manual]

= COPYRIGHT:»

Wl rights reserved. No parts of this wark may be reproduced in aryform df | [ Reset page numbering so that section starts with page "1"
imechanical, including photocopying, recarding, taping, or information sto
sytitten permission of the publisher.

Section starts... | On any new page v |

 Marginz & Columns
Top: 1.10 Left: 074 Columnz: |1
Bottom:  |0.79 FRight: 0.7

EProducts that are referred to in this document may be either trademarks
‘respective owners. The publisher and the author make no claim to these

4

:While every precaution has heen taken in the preparation of this docume

H L L . Flip left/right marging on even pages
respansibility far errors ar omissions, ar for damages resulting from the L Fip & & =B

1 'document ar from the use of programs and source code that may accom [ 4pply settings to all sections
the author be liable for any loss of profit or any other commercial damaog
directly or indirectly by this docurnent. Band |He_ight |Page Break |

l__ EPrinh:!d' =MONTHRAME= =YFAR= in fwhrrerver vnin arg lncatert

Special thanks to: (I ” Cacel ][ Help

Publisher
_ Al the people who contributed to this document, to mum and dad
...enter hame. .. . :
and grandpa, to my sisters and brothers and mothers in law, to our
— sarsetan Ksthiln i0.the oxsubic atist whocossted this arest onadict
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2 Tool Bar

2.1 Tool Bar and Buttons

If you have used almost any kind of modern word processing software, the tool bar in Help and Manual
will be quite familiar to you.

DE-B - &R BB W& m & = B h@EE e
| = Jaial o= m- B 7 Dm- EEd EE |TEEED

Most of the buttons are readily recognizable as to their purposes such as formatting text, paragraphs
and so on. The Link button is especially important in creating documentation because it let's quickly
create links that will take the reader to other parts of the document. For example, | will link this topic to
the Tools topic. | just highlight the word Tools and click the Link button The link feature even
intelligently guess the topic | want to link to and selects that topic for me.

M 1nzert Topic Link

Capliorc Topic: 10 [Target of bri) Anchonin Topic:
T ool: = [Took | -]
; Mewitopic
Syl
Secondiopic

& Hosmal iré (green, underined] ToolE ai
I Link bo a popup window
" Buton Welcomatopic
" Bitmap
Help fle:
[1Crert) =
Window:
[ =

ok | coed | Hep |

|

Next to that button is a tool to let you quickly insert Internet links and next to that is a button to let you
insert images into your help file. Further to the right, the Camera icon is also one you will likely use
very often since it launches the Help and Manual integrated screen capture tool.
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Customization

3.1

Customization

Project Properties

Project Properties

= %] Common Propeilies

B o
E

[£] Help Cortest Murnbers
[ Image Folders
E Browse Sequences
A Test Varisbles
= &) Side Shest:
A Heades default
A Test defauk
A Courier Fieed
= 5 Help Windows
[ Main
O Pepup
+ & Winhelp Expart [ HLP)
+ % HTML HELP Expert [ CHM]
HTHML Export Lagout
Adobe POF Export
Microzolt Wesd Expost
e-Books

& & &

£

Language and Character Se

Help fe e

[?)X

11

[ Help and Manual Rieview Help File

Copyright:

| 2005 .. DevelapeiRieviewed. com

Drefaudt [Home™] lopic:

[Wielometopie

General comment [design time: only)

Related options
Ctahon n Winheln [ ol bles

Copy properties rom..

Project Properties

= & ‘wirhelp Export | HLP)
7] Misealaneos Wirkelp [
%] Modular Help Options
o Evtendad HPJ S ellings
= % HTHL HELP Espeet [ CHM]
& Popup topics in HTML H
) Modular HTHL HELF O
3o Evtended HHP Setfings
= {3 HTML Export Layout
&) Havigation
&] Table of Contertz
&] Fewod Inde
&] Topic Pages
&] Font Translation
&] Image Corwersion
= [&] Adobe PDF Expost
POF Lapout
FOF Options
Font Embeddng
. ﬁ Micrazoft Wisd E nport
- e-Books

L4 *>

Fal

File Oiptiors

Tesd Compesssion. | Dieflats [recommendsd)

Image: Cluabty: ]Hntbrrpqe:sim [becst bor sermen shals) El
Open Mode: | Display T akde of Cortents by defaul |
ZoomMode:  |Viewes Delouk =l
Owerer Password (Required for Change:} W User can Prird the POF Fis

Uzet Passvad [Requied to open PDF]

W Uzt can Cope Text
W Uzt can Changs POF File

[ Stong 128 Bit Encryption

Subject  [Help and Manual Rieview

Author [Dm Baggolt - DeveloperReviewad com

Kaywords:  |Help and Manual, Heip authoring ook

Copy properties from...

[ o ]

Cancel

| e | Hew

You will want to set the project properties for the many types of output options available in Help and
Manual.
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4 Tools Menu Option

4.1 Tools

A variety of tools are included to let you enhance your help and manual creation.

@
T Reponts ..
B Impict Image Editor
T Brink Manul Desigrer
Hedp Conbecct Tool ...

Spell Cheek 4

Repair and Recover ...
Cushomize ...

| can't imagine writing a help file where you would not include images. The screen capture tool in Help
and Manual, especially when used with the Impict Image Editor, means you really do not need any third
party screen capturing software and you don't have to resort to the windows clipboard for adding
screen shots to your documentation. The screen capture tool is a somewhat less powerful version of

EC Software's TNT screen capturing software.
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Conclusion 15

5 Conclusion

51 Editors Choice!

Creating help files and manuals is easy with Help and Manual. The range of features and tools are
really comprehensive without being intimidating. The more you create end user documentation the
more you will find Help and Manual make the task easy, almost enjoyable. You only need one
program to easily create professionally formatted program documentation and this Editor picks Help
and Manual as the tool to do the job.
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Tools 13

I n d eX Tree View of Contents 5
- W -
-B -

Welcome 3
Best of Breed 15
Buttons 9

Editors Choice 15

“FE -

Formatting 9

_H -

Help and Manual 3

Image Editor 13
Introduction 3

M -

Manual 6
Manual designer 6, 13

Project Properties 11

_S -

Screen Capture 13
Spell Checking 13

ST -

Table of Contents 5
ToolBar 9
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